Name___________________________________________________
 Period  _____

Directions:  Prior to reading Book Nine, Ten and Twelve of The Odyssey, insert a 1,2,3, or 4 beside each word.  Make sure to read the categories next to each number. This will be turned in for a grade!
1=I did not know the word at all 


2=I heard of the word pronounced, but did not know its meaning

3=I was a little familiar with the word 

4=I definitely knew how to pronounce the word and I already know its meaning 
Vocabulary Words
Rating 





	formidable
	

	guile
	

	indifferent 
	

	entreat 
	

	avenge
	

	whim 
	

	appalled
	

	ponderous 
	

	adversary
	

	disdain
	


Use complete sentences and respond to each question.   
1. The University of Virginia football team has not achieved a winning record in quite a few years!  Because of the team’s lack of success on the football field, the coaching staff wishes to schedule some scrimmages with some formidable opponents.  UVA has decided on the following teams: Washington Redskins, Virginia State University, Pittsburgh Steelers, and the University of Richmond.   On a scale of 1 to 4, how would you rate each team in providing UVA with some fierce competition? 

1=Poor       2=Average     3=Above Average    4=Excellent 

	Redskins 
	

	Steelers
	

	Richmond
	

	VA. State 
	


What is the meaning of formidable? 

2. John and Steven desired to gain retribution for the pop quiz that Mrs. Hughes decided to give at the end of class on Friday!  Therefore, they used their guile and found the time to remove her tires from her car during her lunch period.  John and Steven are always up to these kinds of tricks.  Which of the following would be good synonyms for guile? 

___ tricky

___ simple

___ cunning

___ ignorant
3. Throughout my years teaching, I have found it extremely difficult to motivate students to learn who seem indifferent.  I am used to these students making the following comments:  “I Don’t Care”   “I Don’t Know”  “This is stupid” What could you say to a friend who seems indifferent about his/her education? 

4. Benvolio entreated Mercutio and Tybalt to stop arguing in Act 3 and venture to a private place to discuss their  differences.  Unfortuntaley, both men ignored Benvolio’s request and paid with their lives! Explain the meaning of entreat. 
5. Romeo took it upon himself to avenge Mercutio’s death at the hands of Tybalt. He went after Tybalt and killed him in a “fit of rage” in the 1996 film version.  After killing his wife’s cousin, Romeo  screamed “I am fortune’s fool!”   If you were in Romeo’s shoes, what would you have done to avenge Mercutio’s death? 

6. Many students and teachers are anticipating their summer vacations!  I usually will not plan to do anything for the first few weeks of my vacation.  However, I may decide to travel to California on a whim!  Doing something on a whim means that you don’t make plans.  What are some things you’ve done on a whim in the past? 

7. Your mother gets the cell phone bill in the mail and is appalled at the number of minutes you went over on your plan!  She decides to take your cell phone away from you as punishment.  Is your mother pleased with you or upset with you?
8. At the end of the day, Brian’s back pack is a ponderous burden that he has to carry home.  He stuffs seven text books, two binders, and various papers into his back pack.  What would a good synonym for ponderous be?

___ light

___ chilly

___ heavy

___  disasterous
9. In Romeo and Juliet, Tybalt and Mercutio are adversaries.  Another name for an adversary would be “enemy.”  Recall other books you’ve read or movies you’ve seen, and make a list of adversaries.  

Adversaries in books I’ve read/movies I’ve seen:
10. Chris attempted to make amends for not showing up for dinner with his girlfriend by making her a card. She disdained his pitiful attempt to make amends and broke up with him a few days later.  What could Chris do to make up for his mistake?

Have you guessed the definition of each word?  See if you’re right—in your own words, write what you think the definition of each word is.  Then, check your answers against the definitions on pages 893-940!
	Vocab Word
	My definition
	Definition on pgs. 893-940 

	Formidable 

	
	

	Guile

	
	

	Indifferent 

	
	

	Entreat 

	
	

	Avenge 

	
	

	Whim 

	
	

	Appalled 

	
	

	Ponderous 


	
	

	Adversary 

	
	

	Disdain 

	
	


