English 9: Arntson

Romeo and Juliet Act 3 Study Guide


Name _____________________________________________

Period _____

Directions: This will be your only copy of this packet.  DO NOT LOSE IT.  As you read Act 3, answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. What are Benvolio and Mercutio discussing at the beginning of Scene 1?

2. Who is responsible for starting the fight?

3. What is the misunderstanding between Tybalt and Mercutio?  Why does Mercutio perceive this as an insult?

4. What does Benvolio try to do?

5. What does Romeo mean when he says, “Tybalt, the reason that I have to love thee doth much excuse the appertaining rage to such a greeting” (65-68)?

6. Who fights Tybalt?
7. Describe the sword fight between Mercutio and Tybalt.

8. What does Mercutio say after he is wounded?  What does Romeo say about Mercutio?

9. What challenge does Romeo make to Tybalt?

10. What does Benvolio tell Romeo?

11. What does Benvolio tell the Prince about the fight?  Why does Lady Capulet think Benvolio is lying?

12. What wild accusation does she go on to make?

13. What does the Prince decide to do about Romeo?

14. What is Juliet awaiting at the beginning of Scene 3?  
15. What does Juliet believe has happened to Romeo?

16. What is Juliet’s reaction to the news that Romeo killed Tybalt?

17. What does Juliet foreshadow near the end of the scene?

18. What does the Nurse say she will do for Juliet?

19. Where does Romeo go for advice?

20. Why does Romeo say that death would be a more merciful punishment than banishment?

21. What does the Nurse tell Romeo about Juliet?
22. What does Romeo attempt to do?

23. What does Friar Laurence tell Romeo to do?
24. What reason do Lord and Lady Capulet think causes Juliet to be sad?

25. What has Capulet decided to do?

26. On what day will the wedding take place?

27. What does Juliet try to get Romeo to believe at the beginning of Scene 5?

28. What does Romeo say he will do?

29. Why does Juliet change her mind?

30. Juliet sees an evil vision of the future.  What is her vision?

31. What does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying about?
32. What does Lady Capulet plan to do about Romeo?

33. What news does Lady Capulet give Juliet?

34. What is Juliet’s response?  How is this response a double meaning?

35. What is Capulet’s ultimatum?

36. What advice does the Nurse give Juliet?

37. What message does Juliet give the Nurse for her parents?
38. How has Juliet’s relationship with the Nurse changed?
Post-Reading Questions
Directions: After you finish reading Act 2 of Romeo and Juliet, answer each question in 3-5 complete sentences.
1. We’ve seen how characters in the play have resolved their conflicts with violence, and we’ve seen the consequences of using violence to solve problems.  What message do you think this play conveys to people who choose to resolve conflicts through violence?  Explain your thoughts.

2. Compare and contrast the behavior of the Nurse and Friar Laurence in Act 3.  If you were Romeo or Juliet, who would you trust more?  Why?

3. Which event in this act do you think causes the most problems for Romeo and Juliet?  Why?
