English 9: Arntson

Romeo and Juliet Act 1 Study Guide


Name _______________________________________________

Period _____

Directions: This will be your only copy of this packet.  DO NOT LOSE IT.  As you read Act 1, answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. Paraphrase the Prologue.  What does the Prologue reveal about Romeo and Juliet?  

2. Who are Sampson and Gregory?  Who are Abram and Balthasar?

3. What insulting gesture does Sampson give Abram?  What is the modern equivalent of this gesture?
4. What does this cause?  Who tries to stop the fight?

5. What does Tybalt think Benvolio is doing to the servants?

6. What does the Prince say will happen if anyone else is caught fighting in the streets?
7. How does Romeo describe the feud between the Montagues and Capulets?

8. Why is Romeo sad?

9. What are Capulet and Paris discussing at the beginning of Scene 2?
10. What does he tell Paris about the party?

11. What does Capulet ask the servant to do?  Why does this make the servant upset?

12. How does Romeo find out about the party at the Capulet house?  Why does he want to attend the party?
13. What does Benvolio tell Romeo to do at the party?

14. What does Lady Capulet ask Juliet to do at the dinner party?  How does Juliet respond?

15. Why doesn’t Romeo think he will have a good time at the party?

16. What advice does Mercutio have about love?

17. Who is Queen Mab?  What does Mercutio say Queen Mab makes lovers dream of?  Lawyers?  Soldiers?

18. What does Romeo foreshadow at the end of this scene?

19. What does Capulet say to his guests at the beginning of the party?

20. What does Romeo say about Juliet when he first meets her?

21. What do Tybalt and Capulet argue about?
22. What does Romeo compare his lips to?  What do we call this type of literary device?
23. How do Romeo and Juliet find out about each other?

24. What does Romeo say about Juliet being a Capulet?

25. What does Juliet foreshadow at the end of the scene?

26. What does Juliet say about Romeo being a Montague?
Post-Reading Questions

Directions: After you finish reading Act 1 of Romeo and Juliet, answer each question in 3-5 complete sentences.
1. A foil is a character that highlights, through sharp contrast, another character’s personality or attitudes.  Identify two characters in Act 1 who are foils for each other.  What do you learn about each character by seeing them in this way?
2. The feud between the Montagues and Capulets has continued for a long time.  What sorts of longstanding disputes exist today in the United States that compare to this feud?  Why do you think these conflicts are so hard to resolve?
