Renaissance Historical Figures Study Guide

Directions:  Fill in information as we hear the presentations.  Feel free to ask questions at the end of the presentation.  For your own historical figure, fill in all appropriate information after you present.

Queen Elizabeth I and the Elizabethan Age

1. Who were Elizabeth’s parents?

2. Birth and death dates?

3. Why was Elizabeth important to the Renaissance?

4. What is the lasting impact of Elizabeth’s reign?

Philip II and the Spanish Armada

1. What is the Spanish Armada?

2. Birth and death dates?

3. Why was Philip II important to the Renaissance?

4. What is the lasting impact of Philip II and/or the Spanish Armada?

Henry VIII and the Tudor dynasty
1. Birth and death dates?

2. Why was Henry VIII so important to the Renaissance?

3. What is the lasting impact of Henry VIII?
4. Bonus Points: Name each of Henry’s wives and what happened to her (annulled/divorced, beheaded, died in childbirth, widowed):

a.
b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

William Shakespeare

1. Birth and death dates?

2. Why was Shakespeare so important to the Renaissance?

3. What is the lasting impact of Shakespeare?

4. Bonus Points:  Name 2 people who could have been the “real” Shakespeare:

Johannes Gutenberg and the Printing Press

1. What was the Printing Press?

2. Birth and death dates?
3. Why was the Printing Press so important to the Renaissance?

4. What did the Printing Press do for our modern society?

Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation

1. What was Martin Luther famous for during the Renaissance?
2. Dates of birth and death?

3. Describe the Protestant Reformation.

4. What impact of Martin Luther’s reformation do we see today in society?
Sir Walter Raleigh

1. Birth and death dates?

2. Why was Sir Walter Raleigh important during the Renaissance?

3. What lasting impact did Sir Walter Raleigh have on our society today?

The Medici Family

1. Name some of the important figures from the Medici family.

2. What was the Medici family known for?

3. What lasting impact did the Medici family have on our society today?

John Milton

1. Birth and death dates?

2. Name one of his works:
3. Why was Milton important to the Renaissance?

4. What lasting impact did Milton have on our society today?

Christopher Marlowe

1. Birth and death dates?

2. What was Marlowe famous for during the Renaissance?
3. Name one of Marlowe’s works:
4. What lasting impact did Marlowe have on our society today?

Dante Alighieri

1. Birth and death dates?

2. What was Dante famous for during the Renaissance?

3. Name the three parts of Dante’s Divine Comedy:
a.

b.

c.

4. What lasting impact did Dante have on our society today?

Niccolo Machiavelli

1. Birth and death dates?

2. What was Machiavelli famous for during the Renaissance?

3. What lasting impact did Machiavelli have on our society today?

4. What does “Machiavellian” mean?

Sir Thomas More

1. Birth and death dates?

2. What was More famous for?

3. Name More’s most known work, and describe what it talked about:

4. Why did More anger King Henry VIII and what happened to More because of it?

5. What lasting impact did More have on our society today?

Sir Francis Bacon

1. Birth and death dates?
2. What was Bacon famous for during the Renaissance?

3. What lasting impact did Bacon have on our society?
Questions about the Renaissance?
