Elie Wiesel Night
Pre-Reading Vocabulary:

Conflict


Internal


External

Characterization


Direct


Indirect

Allusion

Holocaust

Final Solution

Chapter 1 (p. 1-20)
deportees (p. 4)

billeted (p. 7)

dishearten (p. 9)

firmament (p. 10)
premonition (p. 10)

phylacteries (p. 13)
infernal (p. 16)

pillage (p. 19)

1. Describe Elie Wiesel in 1941, the year the book begins.

2. Describe Elie’s father.  Is this direct or indirect characterization?

3. Describe Moshe the Beadle.  Is this a direct or indirect characterization?

4. Why do you think the Jews of Sighet fail to heed the warnings of Moshe the Beadle?

5. Why do you think Elie’s father doesn’t leave for Palestine or accept Martha’s offer?

6. What early actions on the part of the Germans suggest greater danger is to come?

7. Explain why you think more Jews did not flee when the Nazis started to appear in Sighet.

Chapter 2 (p. 21-26)

pious (p. 22)

pestilential (p. 24)

abominable (p. 25)

1. What does the opening of the chapter show about the Jews’ understanding of their future destination?

2. Identify two examples of foreshadowing in the chapter.  At what future developments do you think they hint?

3. How do the other passengers treat Madame Shächter?  Why do they treat her this way?
4. What is the “abominable odor in the air” at Auschwitz?

5. Describe the feelings of the passengers as they take the train to Auschwitz.

Chapter 3 (p. 27-43)

lucidity (p. 34)

1. Why is it advisable for Elie to pretend he is older and for his father to pretend he is younger?

2. What examples of figurative language describe what happens to Wiesel’s life and faith on his first night at the camps?  Cite as many examples as possible.

3. Why is Elie angry with himself for failing to act when the gypsy strikes his father?  Do you think his self-criticism is valid?  Explain your answer.
4. Why do you think the camp policy was to tattoo numbers on prisoners instead of using their names?

5. What news do you think Stein gets from the transport that comes from Antwerp?

6. Explain what is ironic or contradictory about the sign over the gate at Auschwitz.  How do you think the prisoners felt when they saw that sign each day?

Chapter 4 (p. 45-62)

conscientious (p. 46)

imperceptibly (p. 56)

interlude (p. 58)

1. Explain the irony behind the incident involving Elie’s shoes.  

2. What is ironic about the behavior of the Jewish dentist?

3. Why do you think the Nazis allowed music in the concentration camps?

4. How does Elie seem to feel about the Jewish French woman who pretends to be Aryan?

5. What is ironic about the prisoners’ attitude toward the Allied bombing of Buna?

6. Why do you think Elie was more disturbed by the hanging of the pipel than by the other hangings he witnessed?

Chapter 5 (p. 63-80)

benediction (p. 64)

tempest (p. 64)

countenance (p. 65)

interminable (p. 68)

crucible (p. 70)

derision (p. 74)

annihilation (p. 76)

mountebanks (p. 79)

1. As the Jews celebrate the Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah), what happens to Elie Wiesel’s faith?

2. Identify three biblical allusions on page 64.  How does Elie contrast God’s acts in these biblical references with the events taking place in the concentration camp?

3. Describe the “selection” process.

4. Why does Chlomo give Elie his knife and spoon?  Why does Elie call them “the inheritance”?  How do you think Elie feels when he gives them back to his father?

5. What does the other hospital patient mean when he says that he has more faith in Hitler than in anyone else?

Chapter 6 (p. 81-92)

privations (p. 86)

vigilance (p. 90)

1. Describe the journey the prisoners are forced to take in this chapter.  What are the conditions like?

2. How do Elie and his father keep each other alive on the march?

3. How does Elie’s behavior toward his father contrast with that of Rabbi Eliahou’s son?

4. Why does Juliek take care to hold on to his violin all the way to Gleiwitz?

5. What effect does the Allied approach have on the Nazi’s efficiency?  Cite details to support your answer.

6. Based on the details in Chapters 5 and 6, evaluate the decision that Elie and his father made to leave the hospital.

Chapters 7-9 (p. 93-109)

apathy (p. 94)

contagion (p. 97)

spasmodically (p. 106)

liquidated (p. 108)

innumerable (p. 108)

1. Why do you think the German workman throws the crust of bread to the prisoners?

2. What does the death of Meir and his father reveal about human nature?

3. What internal conflict deeply troubles Elie after his father grows ill?  Why do you think Elie fails to go his father when Chlomo Wiesel calls his son at the end?

4. Evaluate the Nazi’s behavior as the Allied victory draws near.  Why do you think they behave this way?

5. What is the resolution, or outcome, of the external conflict with Nazi society that Elie and his father face?

6. Why do you think Elie will always remember the face he sees in the mirror?

