Macbeth Essay Exam

Directions:  Select two topics and complete a short (three paragraph) answer for each topic.  Use a minimum of two supporting quotes from the play for each essay.  The quotes will not count in your minimum sentence requirement.  Double space your answers.  Each response is worth up to 40 points, for 80 total possible points.
1. Explore Macbeth’s deterioration throughout the play.  Do you think he is sane or insane as the play progresses?  

2. The supernatural and fate play important roles in Macbeth.  Discuss how each influence Macbeth’s actions.  

3. Who is more responsible for Duncan’s murder: Macbeth or Lady Macbeth?  Is Lady Macbeth more calculating than her husband?  

4. Choose two of the following themes (loyalty, violence, evil, lust for power) that are presented in the play and discuss how each affects the characters.

5. Compare and contrast Macbeth to other heroes we’ve learned about: Beowulf, Achilles and Hector.  (You may also compare/contrast Macbeth to villains, like Grendel, Grendel’s mother, etc. if you choose.)
6. There is much mystery about the identity of the three witches and the three murderers.  Using what you know about the motives of the other characters in the play, state who you think the real witches/murderers may be.

7. Compare and contrast the play to the movie “Scotland PA.”  Examine how the characters and plot of the play are expressed on film.  Did the director’s use of modern language and modern situations change the meaning of the play?
8. Examine the literary elements of the play (figurative language, foreshadowing, irony, soliloquy, aside).  How do these elements affect the overall reading of the play?

