Frankenstein Comparison/Contrast Project

For this assignment, you will research one of the following scientific achievements and compare it to at least one of the themes in Frankenstein.  

Plastic Surgery


Genetic Selection/Screening (Pre-Natal Testing)

Cloning 


Eugenics 

Animal Testing


Organ Donation and/or Transplants


Human Genome Project


Stem Cell Research


Reproductive Technology (In-Vitro Fertilization, Donor Eggs, etc)

Think about the themes in Frankenstein: beauty and ugliness, truth, dark and light, good and evil, etc.  What do they have in common with the scientific achievement you have chosen?  

Structure:  You will write a 5 paragraph essay comparing and contrasting your scientific achievement to Frankenstein.

Paragraph 1:  Introduction.  Beginning with general statements (without using I, you, me, my, etc.), you will introduce the topic of your paper.  You will end your essay with a thesis statement that ties your scientific achievement with a theme in Frankenstein. 

Example:  The use of plastic surgery by women today closely relates with the theme of beauty vs. ugliness in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.

Paragraph 2:  You will give a brief summary of your chosen theme from Frankenstein.
Example:  In Frankenstein, Victor pays much attention to beautiful things; however, he views anything ugly in life, like his creature, as demonic or evil.

Paragraph 3:  You will give a brief description of how your scientific achievement is similar to your theme from Frankenstein.

Example:  Modern achievements in plastic surgery extol the value of beauty in women and men; suddenly, anything that is unattractive about one’s appearance can be “tweaked.”  

Paragraph 4:  You will give a brief description of how your scientific achievement differs from your theme from Frankenstein.

Example:  Though plastic surgery is a popular option to fix “mistakes,” not every imperfection in physical appearance is considered evil or demonic.

Paragraph 5:  You will conclude your paper by restating your thesis or giving a general comment that sums up your essay.  You will then use general statements to keep the reader thinking about your ideas.  

Example of a general comment:  Unlike Shelley’s Frankenstein, people today do not view physical imperfections as evil; anything viewed as unattractive can be “fixed.”

Example of a restated thesis:  While Shelley wrote about Victor’s views on beauty vs. ugliness, today women and men have the choice to “fix” their appearances with plastic surgery.

*note: you cannot use my examples in your own paper*
You will use a minimum of two quotes from Frankenstein to support your ideas, and at least one quote from a research book, encyclopedia, magazine, or website that relates to your scientific achievement.

We will use MLA format for all citations.  Please use the following examples to assist you in citing properly:

Citing from a book with one author:

Last, First.  Title.  City of Publication: Publisher, year of publication.
Periodical (Magazine Article):

Last, First.  “Article Title.”  Magazine Title Date of Article: Page numbers.

On-Line Entry (Website Article):

Last, First. “Title.”  Information on print version.  Site Title.  Date posted or last updated.  Sponsor.  Date accessed <Electronic address>.

*If any of the above information is not available, skip it and move on to the next piece of information.*

If you have questions on citations, you may use our Writer’s INC books (pgs. 264-274 lists all possible citations) or the website <thewritesource.com>.  

We will discuss quotations and citations in class; at that time, handouts on proper quoting will be made available to you.

Please keep in mind the quality of the website when you research.  
· While it is very popular, Wikipedia is not always accurate!  
· Also, beware of personal opinion websites or protest websites (especially if you are researching stem cell research, cloning or genetic testing).  Watch out for the following phrases in articles you are hoping to use in your research: I think, I feel, I believe, I object, As human beings we cannot….These are terms used in biased articles.  While biased or personal opinion articles are absolutely fine for private reading, when you research an idea, especially a controversial idea, it is best to find articles of fact—not opinion.    
· Excellent web resources include Time Magazine <time.com>, Newsweek Magazine <newsweek.com>, or USA Today <usatoday.com>.  

· Another excellent resource on the web are science magazines, including Science Magazine <sciencemag.org>, Popular Science <popsci.com>, or Science News <sciencenews.org>.
