Controversy

In life, we are often asked to take a position on an issue.  For this assignment, you will research both sides of an issue, take a position, and persuade others that your argument is the correct one.  

You must formulate your own opinion of the issue by researching not only the “pros” of your issue, but also the “cons.”  Once you determine your position on the issue, and can provide valid argument against each “con,” you will persuade others through an essay to join your position.  
Your opinions are often influenced by your life experiences, your beliefs, your education and your morals.  In this essay, you will dig deep to evaluate a controversial issue, and formulate logical, not emotional, arguments for your position.
Structure of Essay:
· Minimum five (5) paragraphs in length

· Includes valid research from at least three (3) sources: magazine, newspaper, published studies, etc.
· Include at least two (2) graphics, like charts or graphs, that support key points of your argument

· Include a paragraph in which you discuss oppositions to your opinion and provide logical answers or arguments to the opposition

· Your essay will be typed, double spaced, 12 point Times New Roman or Arial font, MLA format with a Works Cited page.  You will include a title page for this essay with an attention grabbing title, your name, W.N., and the date.

Power Point Presentation:
You will also create a Power Point presentation that you will show to the class.  You will talk about your topic for a minimum of 3 minutes, and show your presentation as you discuss your topic.  At the conclusion of your presentation, you will field questions from your classmates. 

Requirements for your Power Point presentation are:

· Minimum 12 slides, including your title slide and works cited slide

· Use the two (2) graphics from your essay to explain your position

· Colorful and attention grabbing details

· Focused, concise text that gets your point across

· Logical, not emotional, arguments
· Printout of each slide to turn in with your essay (this can be black and white copy as long as it is legible) 

· You may NOT “cut and paste” text from the sites you research for this presentation.  You must put all text in your own words

Fresh FRIES:

FRIES is an acronym for: Facts, Reasons, Incidents, Evidence, Statistics.  Each of these is important when preparing your Persuasive essay.  You must have reliable sources quoted in your essay, and you must provide proof to back up your statements.  

Reliable resources would include:
· Studies or research published by accredited universities (U of M, Harvard, Yale, etc.)  KVCC is NOT an accredited university.
· Unbiased news sources, or news articles that report issues (not preach).  The views of your parents, your church, or your teacher are NOT considered unbiased.
· Information found on SIRS Researcher, Wilson Web, or other school approved search engines/websites.

· Statistics or data from independent sources.  If the data you are looking at is from someone who is for or against your topic, it is NOT unbiased.  Find neutral sources for data and statistics.
· We will use the following website to research and gather information:

http://wizard.4teachers.org/worksheet/view.php?id=114253&page=1
