Mrs. Arntson’s Classroom Rules
Welcome!  I am so happy to have each of you as a student this year, and I hope that you are as excited as I am to be here! 

There are a few classroom expectations that we will be following this year in this class.  I expect that these will be followed by every student in this class every day that you are here.
1. We will follow all of the rules that are in the student handbook.  All of them.  Really.  No exceptions.

2. As this is a class where there are so many interpretations of what we read, and there are very few “wrong” answers, I expect that you will all respect each other’s opinions and listen to what your classmates have to say.  Class discussions are open to everyone in this class.  I hope that you will participate as often as possible and share your ideas and thoughts with everyone.
3. In my classroom, there is no such thing as a “stupid question.”  If you have questions, please ask!  
4. Respect your teacher, assistants, substitute teachers and all visitors to the classroom.  Respect your fellow classmates.  Lack of respect for others reflects poorly on you.  This includes listening when others are talking, raising your hand when you have a question, exhibiting patience and self-control, and acting appropriately when asked to do something.  Also, using inappropriate language directed at the teacher, another student or guest in the classroom is expressly prohibited and will be met with disciplinary action.  This includes calling someone a nasty name, swearing at someone, and/or teasing someone.
5. Respect the classroom materials and books.  I expect that all books in good condition at the beginning of the school year will remain that way by the end of the school year.  Please do not write in or on books, desks, or the walls.  Please do not abuse the class property, bulletin boards, and materials.

6. Unless you are given permission by me, you may not touch anything on my desk, in my briefcase, or in my desk drawers.  I will respect your privacy and will not rifle through your book bag, so please respect my privacy and do not rifle through my belongings.
7. All work must be turned in by the due date.  Due dates will be posted on all hand-outs, on the board, and on our class calendar.  
8. Late work will be accepted, but at a cost.  Each day an item is late, it will lose 10% in value.  After 5 days, the assignment will only be worth 50%.  Students who are absent on the day an assignment is due are expected to turn in the work the next day of school.
9. In class work is to be done in class and turned in by the end of the hour.  There is plenty of time given to work on assignments that are due in class.  If you need extra time or help, please let me know and I will arrange it for you.

10. If you have questions, please ask them in an appropriate manner.  If you do not understand something that we are discussing in class, please ask questions.  If you need extra help or tutoring, please ask for it.  

11. Each day, you are to come to class prepared to work.  This means that you will need to bring your folder, journal, paper and a pen or pencil.  If you are apt to forget these things frequently, please see me and I will arrange to hold on to your items in the classroom so that you always have them handy when you are in class.

Consequences:

There are also consequences for poor behavior.  The consequences for poor behavior are as follows:

1st Offense:  Teacher/student conference; student may be required to write a behavioral plan; possible after school or before school detention to last half an hour; parent may be contacted.

2nd Offense:  Student must complete a behavioral plan; student may be sent to the main office for a referral; parent will be contacted.

3rd Offense:  Parent/Teacher conference will be scheduled; student will be sent to the main office for a referral.  
Grading and Coursework:

This class consists of all aspects of literature and composition.  We will have an intense vocabulary study, reading assignments and writing assignments.  We will also have several class discussions.  The grading for this class is as follows:

A = 93-100



D = 70-76

B = 85-92



F = 69-0

C = 77-84



N = loss of credit due to excessive absences

If you have any questions about grading and/or coursework, please let me know.

I am so excited that you are in this class and that we get to work together!  I have high expectations of each of you, and I hope that this class will be productive and enjoyable for each of you.
