The Odyssey

English 9: Arntson


Book One: Invocation, p. 895

Directions:  As you read The Odyssey, answer all of the following questions.  If there is no blank provided, you are expected to write a complete sentence.

Define Invocation:

1. Who is calling upon the Muse to sing in him?  ______________________

2. “The wanderer” is ______________________.

3. What is the only reason Odysseus fought?

4. Why could he not save his ship mates?

5. The Muse is the daughter of __________.
6. During ____ of Odysseus’ _____ years on the _____________________  _______, he is held captive by the goddess ______________________.

7. Who helps Odysseus persuade Calypso to let him go?

8. What happens to him after he leaves?

9. Who is the king of the Phaeacians?

10. What does Alcinous ask of Odysseus?

Book Nine: New Coasts and Poseidon’s Son, p. 896-913

1. Odysseus’ father is _____________________.

2. Odysseus’ home is ______________________.

3. _______________________ has been detaining Odysseus.

4. _____________ also detained Odysseus.

5. Circe is also known as a(n) ___________________.

6. Odysseus has been away from home for ______ years.

7. He drifted on the sea for ___________ days before the dangerous winds came.
8. On the tenth day, he came upon the land of the ________________________.

9. Why did Odysseus and his men land there?

10. How are the Lotus Eaters a threat to Odysseus and his men?

11. What did Odysseus do to the three men who ate the lotus?

12. In the next land, they found the ___________________.

13. Why doesn’t Odysseus respect the Cyclopes?

14. Look at the line, “When the young Dawn with fingertips of rose” (68).  This is an example of __________________________ and ______________________.

15. In the cave, Odysseus and his men find _____________________.
16. Look at this line, “but he seemed rather a shaggy mountain reared in solitude” (91-92).  This is an example of ____________________________.

17. What does Odysseus’ metaphor imply about the Cyclops?

18. Odysseus takes his twelve _________    _______________ and leaves the rest on the ship.

19. He also takes a goatskin full of __________      ________________.

20. ______________ has a holy grove at Ismarus. The keeper of this grove is _____________.

21. Maron also gave Odysseus what items?

22. Why did Maron give gifts to Odysseus?

23. What do Odysseus’ men beg him to do?

24. Why does Odysseus refuse his men’s “sound” request?

25. Look at lines 130-132, “I wished to see the caveman, what he had to offer—no pretty sight, it turned out, for my friends.”  This is an example of _______________________________.

26. Odysseus says he and his men served under ________________________, a Greek king who led the war against the Trojans.

27. He says that ______________will punish anyone who mistreats a guest.

28. What is the Cyclops’ attitude toward the gods?

29. Odysseus says ______________________ set the earth a-tremble and broke his ship on the rocks.

30. Poseidon is the god of __________________________________________________.

31. Look at lines 193-196, “and caught two in his hands like squirming puppies to beat their brains out, spattering the floor.  Then he dismembered them and made his meal, gaping and crunching like a mountain lion.”  These lines are _________________.
32. What does the Cyclops do to Odysseus’ men?

33. Why doesn’t Odysseus kill the Cyclops at this time?

34. The literary device in this line: “but he, behind, reset the stone as one would cap a quiver” (218-219) is a(n) ________________.

35. Odysseus prays to ________________. 

36. What does Odysseus pray for?

37. What does Odysseus’ plan to do to the Cyclops?

38. Why does Odysseus offer the Cyclops the liquor he brought from the ship?

39. Odysseus brings the Cyclops ______________ bowls of wine.

40. He tells the Cyclops that his name is ________________________.

41. Why is that a clever thing to do?

42. What happens to the Cyclops after he drank the wine?

43. It takes _______     __________ to help Odysseus drive the spear into the Cyclops’ eye.

44. The Cyclops’ name is ________________________.
45. What does Polyphemus shout to the other Cyclopes?

46. What do the other Cyclopes assume to be the source of Polyphemus’ pain?

47. The Cyclops’ father is _______________________.

48. Why does Odysseus laugh?

49. How do Odysseus and his men escape the cave?

50. What does Odysseus do once he and his men reach the boat?

51. Odysseus uses the epithets ________________________________ and ________________________________ for himself.

52. The Cyclops remembers that a great wizard, _________________, predicted that Odysseus would take his eye.

53. What is the irony that the Cyclops recognizes?

54. What does the Cyclops ask Odysseus to do?

55. Odysseus responds:

56. Polyphemus calls upon the god ______________________.

57. What curse does Polyphemus put on Odysseus?

58. Polyphemus throws a _____________ at Odysseus’ boat, but it misses.

59. Odysseus and his men share ______________________________________.

60. Odysseus sacrifices a ram to the god ___________________.

61. What does Odysseus say Zeus did to his ships and crew members (471-473)?

